
MAY 2011  ABINGDON LODGE - BPOE 2354 

Page 1 

April was another great 

month for the Abingdon 

lodge!  We had a very suc-

cessful Bull and Oyster 

roast bringing in a nice 

profit for lodge improve-

ments. Thanks to every-

one who worked long and 

hard to make this a great 

success! 

 

The annual chicken dinner 

went over very well.  

Thanks to Cindy Dubs and 

Theresa Boileau for host-

ing this event.  The chick-

en fryer crew did an out-

standing job and thanks to 

everyone who contribut-

ed.   

 

Colleen Ford and Roy 

Hellams are doing a great 

job bringing our JR Elks 

program to life.  We under-

stand it is the only one in 

existence in all of 

Elkdom.  We are working 

closely with Grand Lodge 

to insure this is a suc-

cess.   Please invite your 

kids and grandkids, ages 

12 to 20 to partici-

pate.   They will be meet-

ing on the 2nd and 4th 

Tuesday nights starting at 

7 pm. 

   Visit us on the Web at www.abingdonelks.com  
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Exalted Ruler: 

  Doug Kadolph 

 

Leading Knight: 

  Rae Vasold 

 

Loyal Knight: 

  Kathy LaMartina 

 

Lecturing Knight: 

  Carvel DeHaven 

 

 

Secretary:   Tom Ohlendorf 

Treasurer:  Steve Rose 

Tiler:  Mike Ford 

Inner Guard:  Zack Walsh 

Chaplain:  Jennifer Opitz 

Esquire:  John Opitz, Jr. 

Trustees: 

1-Year:  Alan Dannenfelser 

2-Year:  John Wilhelm, Jr. 

3-Year:  Les Bussard 

4-Year:  Bob Baxendell 

5-Year:  Ron Vasold 

We were recognized for 

being top ENF contributors 

in the Northeast District at 

$22.91 per member.  This 

is a great contribution to 

worthwhile causes.  We 

did receive a $1000 grati-

tude grant for surpassing 

the Grand Lodge goals 

and split the grant be-

tween elementary schools: 

William Paca and George 

D. Lisby at Hillsdale. 

 

Looking forward we have 

the Riviera Maya trip to 

Mexico with the state as-

sociation lodges.  We 

again will overwhelm the 

resort with a clear majority 

of Abingdon partici-

pants!   Start saving for 

next years trip, Bob Baxen-

dell is taking over the ar-

rangements for next 

year.     

 

Please join us for our own 

Trece De Mayo celebration 

on Friday,  May 13!  We 

will be serving tacos, huge 

burritos, and loaded na-

chos. 

 

May 22nd is a Memorial 

day event that we will 

share with our veterans 

from Perry Point.  Please 

come and participate, it is 

rewarding for every-

one.   We are looking for 

new activities to share 

with the Vets, if you have 

any ideas please see Jack 

Diehl or Bonnie OõBrien.  

 

We are doing great things 

as we grow our lodge. 

Please bring your friends 

and neighbors to share in 

our successes!  Remem-

ber to treat new guests 

and prospective members 

just like ònew best 

friendsó.  Please introduce 

yourself and make them 

feel welcome.    

 

 

Sincerely & Fraternally, 
 

D˛uʐ Kadʺ˗ʽʑ 
Exalted Ruler 

dougkadolph@yahoo.com 

.Èë   
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Proposed Members / Sponsors 

Patricia Dwyer / Mary Ann Allred 

Corey Powers / Michael Detorie 

Joe Tan / Doug Kadolph 

Christina Vasold / Rae Vasold 

Dennis Wright / John Wilhelm III 

M E M B E R S H I P  

LODGE HOURS: 

MONDAY        6:00 PMñ10:00 PM 

1st & 3rd TUESDAY     6:00 PMñ10:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY:  6:00 PMñ11:00 PM 

FRIDAY:         6:00 PMñ2:00 AM 

SATURDAY:        4:00 PMñ2:00 AM 

SUNDAY:     Open for special events only. 

 

Closing times subject to change depending on 

member patronage. 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH: 
 

Mike Ford 

ELK OF THE MONTH: 
 

Rich Eckert 

Please welcome the following new members: 

Patrick Aquia 

William Fisher 

Larry Johnson 

Joseph Libertini 

Marco Stamenov 

Have you sponsored a new member lately? 

Requests for Life Membership: 

Gary Snapp 

2011 Charity Golf Outing Planning - Update 

Planning is underway for the 2011 Abingdon Elks Charity Golf Outing.  If you are inter-

ested in golf or just willing to lend a hand in planning the event - we need your help.  

Events of this size take months of planning and hard work to make sure our guests 

have a great time and we raise much needed funds to support our charities.  

 

This year, the Abingdon Elks Charity Golf Outing will benefit: 
 

Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure 

The Elks National Foundation 

Elks Camp Barrett 
 

Please contact Bill Swaggerty at billswaggerty@interfinish.net or send an e-mail mes-

sage to elkinfo@abingdonelks.com for more information. 

mailto:billswaggerty@interfinish.net
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Lodge meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month.  Attendance at the meetings has been on 

the riseña good sign that members care about the Lodge and want to get more involved.  Make it a point to attend a meeting 

to see how your Lodge is doing and provide needed support for the good work we do! 

I would like to start off by thanking all the members of Abingdon 

Lodge for their support of  ENF during the 2010-2011 Elks Year.  I 

want to send a special Thank You to Rae Vasold for all of her time 

and hard work in making the Abingdon Chapter of the Elks Nation-

al Foundation so successful.  We all surely have some big shoes 

to fill in the upcoming year, but together we can and will make 

things happen.  

  

In the month of April, Bonnie Bussard did a wonderful job in rally-

ing our members to make donations for òSongs for ENFó.  A great 

time was had by all that evening!  The Elk-Mont Stakes Wooden 

Horse Races at the Annual Chicken Dinner was a huge success.  

Although this was ENFõs first event for this year, Rae graciously 

took the horses by their reins in leading us across the finish line.  I 

truly appreciate all that she and her stable-mates did to help with 

this event.   

 

As I transition into my role as ENF Chair for the upcoming year, I 

am open to any and all fundraising ideas any of you may have.  

We have a fun and energetic group at our Lodge who surely does 

love a great time.  Together we can have fun and make a differ-

ence!  Now thatõs a win-win for all!  Feel free to e-mail me at any 

time at alwayssmile1213@yahoo.com. 
 

See you at the lodge, 

Denise Flynn 

ENF Chair 

This year, over 1.4 million 

Americans will hear the words 

òYou have cancer.ó That is why 

the Abingdon Elks participate 

in the American Cancer Socie-

tyõs Relay for Life.  It is our mis-

sion to save lives and create a 

world with more birthdays by 

participating in our local Relay.  

At Relay for Life, we celebrate 

loved ones who have won their 

battle against cancer, remember those who are no longer 

with us, and fight back against this disease that touches so 

many.  I am determined to make a difference, and I hope 

you will join me on Friday, June 10 @ Havre de Grace High 

School from 7 PM to 7 AM. 

 

To join our team, the RED ANGELS,  and/or make a dona-

tion, google www.relayforlife.org/havredegrace.  Click on 

SIGN UP. Click on JOIN A TEAM. Type in the Team Name: 

Red Angels. Click on Red Angels and follow the instructions 

once you reach our Team Site. 

 

Every dollar raised brings us one step closer to a cure,  and 

to a time when the number of people who have to heard the 

words òyou have canceró is zero.  Together, we ARE saving 

lives and creating a world with more birthdays! 
 

Donna Dannenfelser, Relay for Life TEAM CAPTAIN 

 

dddannen2000@yahoo.com  or 443-910-3060 

Just a word about our new Program sponsored by the Elksé the JR ELKS.  This Program is 

being organized by Colleen Ford and Roy Hellams.  In preparation of our meeting with the po-

tential JR Elks, an Advisory Council was formed.  The Councilõs members are made up of Elk 

members Doug Kadolph, Kathy LaMartina, Mike Ford, Colleen Ford, and Roy Hellams. 

 

We have had a tremendous show of interest both from the young adults and from the commu-

nity.  This Program is designed to aid in reestablishing, as the older members remember, a 

sense of Family, Charity and Community through Benevolent actions. These foundations are 

being approached in a modern, upbeat and simple way.  After all, these young adults are the 

potential Elks of the future.   

 

Earlier in April, we had a great òUnderstanding and Informationó meeting where we enrolled 

eight new members ranging from the ages of 12 to 20. We hope to add many more soon.  Since starting the program, the JR Elks 

have completed their first community volunteer project.  This was held at the Abingdon Estuary Center for their òSpring Clean Upó 

event, and was a huge success. 

 

We are very proud and excited to be the first Elks lodge in the United States to Pilot a JR Elks Program.  With the support of our 

fantastic members and the Grand Lodge, we have nothing but wonderful things to look forward to. 

 

New members are always welcome.  Our next meeting for the Junior Elks is scheduled for May 10, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  Please 

spread the word! 

 

Thanks! 

Roy and Colleen 

mailto:alwayssmile1213@yahoo.com
http://www.relayforlife.org/havredegrace
mailto:dddannen2000@yahoo.com
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Do you, a friend, or a family member have an event coming up?  Graduation?  Wed-

ding?  Girls night out?    A special birthday party?  Please consider using our hall or 

lounge for your event; or you can refer a friend and we will be sure to make their 

event a special one.  We are  ready and willing to handle up to 100 people.  Further, 

our pricing in comparison to other such facilities is quite competitive.  Oh, Wait! - 

There are no other such facilities like òLodge 2354 on the Bush River Shore.ó  We 

even have our own in-house catering with customized menu options.  Give us a try 

or refer a friend and save him/her money.  Youõll be glad you did! 

P A R T Y  H A R D Y ! !  

FOR HALL RENTAL INFORMATION, CONTACT 

STEVE MABE AT 410-459-3596 

R E M E M B E R  O U R  V E T E R A N S 

SO LONG AS THERE ARE VETERANS, THE ELKS WILL 

NEVER FORGET THEM:  òLord, hold our troops in your 

loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless 

them and their families for the selfless acts they perform 

for us in our time of need.    I ask this in the name of 

Jesus, our Lord and Savior ééé.  Amen 

As you visit the Lodge and sign the membership book, 

please consider dropping a few coins in the Veterans 

cans located on the bar.  Funds collected from the cans 

are used for the Veterans Bingo and Dinner.  Any change 

you can spare will make a big difference. 

WE NOW ACCEPT 

VISA, DISCOVER  

& MASTERCARD 
 

You can use your credit card 

in the lounge, as well as for 

dinner, apparel, dues pay-

ments, and hall rentals.  

The Annual Camp Barrett Family Picnic will be held on Sunday, May 29th from 11:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.  

The cost is $15.00 per person - which includes Pit Beef, Barbecued Chicken, Pork BBQ, Burgers, 
Hotdogs, Beans, Salads, and all of your favorite fixins.  Sodas and draft beer are also included.   There 
will be entertainment and activities for the kids.  Bring your lawn chairs and come to the Camp for a 
great time!  
 
Do you know a child between the ages of 9 and 13 who would like to go to Summer Camp?  Contact 
Bonnie or Les Bussard for more details or to register a child for camp.  Hurry - the camping season fills 
up fast.   
 

 

Provide a child with a great opportunityñElks Camp Barrett! 

2011 Camping Seasons: 

       June 19 - June 25:  Boys Week #1   July 10 - July 16:  Girls Week #1 

       June 26 - July 2:  Boys Week #2   July 17 - July 23:  Girls Week #2 

       July 3 - July 9:  Boys Week #3    July 24 - July 30:  Girls Week #3 

        

Please remember to sell as many raffle tickets as possible. This is the major fund raiser for our Camp, if every member of ou r State 
Association bought just 1-ticket, we would be covered financially for the year. Hope to see another large group of Abingdon Picn ikers 
this year! 
 

Fraternally,  

Les Bussard, Chairperson  
Executive Committee 

Elks Camp Barrett 

MD-DE-DC Elks Association   


